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The Federation’s mission is to improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing the power of humanity. It is the 
world’s largest humanitarian organization and its millions of volunteers are active in 185 countries.   

In Brief 
This Bulletin is being issued for information only, and reflects the situation and the information 
available at this time. The Federation is not seeking funding or other assistance from donors for 
this operation at this time. 
 
The International Federation undertakes activities that are aligned with its Global Agenda, which sets out 
four broad goals to achieve the Federation's mission to "improve the lives of vulnerable people by mobilizing 
the power of humanity." 
 
Global Agenda Goals: 

• Reduce the numbers of deaths, injuries and impact from disasters. 
• Reduce the number of deaths, illnesses and impact from diseases and public health emergencies. 
• Increase local community, civil society and Red Cross Red Crescent capacity to address the most 

urgent situations of vulnerability. 
• Reduce intolerance, discrimination and social exclusion and promote respect for diversity and 

human dignity. 
 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 
• Russian Red Cross: Raisa Lukutsova, Chair person, Telephone: +7 495 126 7571; email: 

mail@redcross.ru 
• Russia Delegation: Alexander Matheou, Head of Delegation; Telephone: +7 495 126 1566; email: 

Alexander.Matheou@ifrc.org 
• Europe Zone office, Budapest: Leon Prop, Deputy Head of Zone; Telephone:  + 36 12483300; Fax:  + 36 1 

248 3311; email: leon.prop@ifrc.org 
 
All International Federation assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO's) in Disaster Relief and is committed to the Humanitarian 
Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. 
 
For longer-term programmes in this or other countries or regions, please refer to the Federation’s Annual Appeal. For 
support to or for further information concerning Federation programmes or operations in this or other countries, or for 
national society profiles, please also access the Federation’s website at http://www.ifrc.org 
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The Situation 
 

On Thursday 2 August two strong underground tremors, 
registering 6.2 and 5.9 on the Richter scale, hit Sakhalin 
region in the far east of the Russian Federation. The first 
earthquake was at 01:37 local time (06:37 Moscow time), 
while the second was at 16:22 local time 10:22 Moscow 
time). The epicentres are situated near the west coast of 
Sakhalin island on the sea bottom, at a depth of 10 
kilometres and 21 kilometres, respectively. Underground 
tremors were perceptible in the Nevelsky and Kholmsky 
districts of Sakhalin Oblast.  
 
About ten settlements with a combined population of over 
60,000 people are situated in the disaster area. According 
to data of the far eastern regional centre of the Ministry of 
Emergencies, approximately 20 aftershocks with a 
magnitude of less than 5 on the Richter scale occurred 
during the four hours following the first quake. According 

to specialists, subsequent earthquakes may occur in the region. 
 
According to official data, the heaviest damage occurred in the settlement of Nevelsk where around 25,000 people 
are currently living. Two people were killed and ten injured during the earthquake. Damage included structural 
damage to apartment buildings and facilities, as well as loss of power and water supplies in Nevelsk and several 
villages.  The affected area is seven time zones from Moscow.   
 
At present, a state of emergency has been declared by the Ministry of Emergencies. A rescue team has begun work 
in the affected areas. Two temporary shelters have been created in schools in Nevelsk in case an evacuation is 
deemed necessary after an inspection of the affected homes. 
 
Red Cross and Red Crescent action 

The Sakhalin branch of the Russian Red Cross is carrying out an evaluation of the situation. If necessary, the 
Russian Red Cross will request an allocation from the DREF to provide the most vulnerable residents of Nevelsk 
and the surrounding villages with emergency relief.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to return to the title page or contact information. 

A view of the destruction in Nevelsk, Sakhalin 
Oblast.  
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The maps used do not imply the expression of any opinion on the part of the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies or National Societies concerning the legal status of a territory or of its authorities.

data sources: ESRI, DEVINFO, USGS, GRUMP, Federation

Russian Federation: Earthquake

Information bulletin n° 1

2 August 2007

EQ-2007-000119-RUS

Urban area

Earthquakes0 250125

km

The heaviest damage occurred in the 

settlement of Nevelsk where around 

25,000 people are currently living. 

Two people were killed and ten injured 

during the earthquake. 

Damage included structural damage 

to apartment buildings and facilities, 

as well as loss of power and water 

supplies in Nevelsk and several villages.




